dead — that’s all... 


Searchers find girl dead 


By BRUCE SOLEBERG 
Herald Staff Writer 
KZ Jue /? f 
“I just more or less thought I was 
That’s all 


~ there is to it.” 


David Boren, 17, of Provo, ex- 


pressed his thoughts one day after 
an auto in which he was a passen- 
ger veered off Utah 189 and into 


“the Provo River Friday night. 


A 12-year-old Roosevelt girl was 


“killed and five teens were injured 
‘in the accident. 


“I was in the passenger side 
back seat,” Boren said. “I don’t 


- even know how I got out.” 


Boren said the car was traveling 


“east on the controversial U.S. 189 
-when the driver, Troy Gregersen 
-of Roosevelt, suddenly swerved to 


the left and then to the right. 
“We were driving up the canyon 


—— all mellow — and all. I know is 


“he swerved left and swerved right 


“and we flipped over into the riv- 
~er, said Boren. 


Skid marks at the scene show the 


“car was driving down the wrong 
~side of the road through a series of 


“s” turns just East of Bridal Veil 


Falls, said the Utah Highway Pa- 
trol. 

A driver in a westbound auto had 
to go off the road to avoid hitting 
the careening car. 


“They (the other driver and pas- 
sengers) reported the driver was 
driving very eradically,” said 
Trooper Kirk Middaugh of the 
Utah State Highway Patrol. 

When the vehicle veered off the 
side of the road, it struck a tree 
and landed in the water, said Mid- 
daugh, 

The car, a 1972 Plymouth Duster, 
was completely submersed and up- 
side down. The river is more than 
6-feet-deep at that spot, according 
to Middaugh. 

“I just more or less thought I 
was dead — that’s all there is to 
it.” said Boren. ‘When we started 
rolling over off into the river ev- 
erybody just put their hands on the 
roof. 

‘We turned over and water 
rushed in, I found an air pocket, 
but I don’t know how I got out.” 

Boren said the other five people 
in the car had come to visit him in 


Provo and asked him if he wanted 
return with them to Roosevelt. 

Five of the people in the car ` 
were discovered and pulled out of , 
the water. 

However, Tonya Smith, 12, was 
discovered dead three miles down 
stream about 8 hours after the 
accident occurred. 


The other passengers were iden- 
tified as Kennie Lee Hudson, 16, of 
Roosevelt; Ben Bushman, 17, of 
Provo; Wendy Curtis, 15, of Roose- 


-velt and Boren, 17, of Provo, the 


trooper said. 

‘Before going of the road Greger- 
sen’s car almost hit a westbound 
vehicle, according to Middaugh. 

The people in that vehicle 
stopped and pulled the. accident 
victims out of the river, Middaugh 
said. 

Provo search and rescue crews 
probed the river for hours before 
finding and retrieving the body of 
Tonya Smith at about 5 a.m. Satur- 
day morning, a dispatcher said. 
The accident occurred about 
9:30p.m. in Provo Canyon a half- 
mile east of Bridal Veil Falls. 
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Flowers 


Our family is sincerely grateful for the many acts 


‘ Say you. of kindness during our recent bereavement, caused 
care, share, by the passing of our beloved husband, father and 
remember. grandfather, Ralph C. Fletcher. We desire 


especially to extend our thanks and appreciation 
to those who took part at the services, offered 
expressions of sympathy, sent flowers, furnished 
cars, or in any other way assisted. 


Mrs. Thelma B. Fletcher 


205 West 400 North 
Provo 373-4460 = 
"here Business Is Bloomin, i 
3 Is Bl k and Family 


Jeppson’s 
_ Floral & Gift 


Searchers rush to find a missing 12-year-old girl immediately after the accident. 
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